









58 A TREATISE ON 

be a convenience •. for if I fuppofe the ponds between the planes 
from one to ten miles long, it will be eaiy to calculate the number 
of trips which a man can perform per day, on each refpe£tive length, 
from which his wages may be determined ; he will fet out without 
fear of interruption by lock-keepers, or of being delayed by nu- 
merous boats meeting at the fame lock or locks ; and he may ever 
work in the neighbourhood of his own habitation.. 

In the courfe of a voyage a perfon at a particular: place may want 
to receive four, eight, or more, tons of coals, lime, or other mate- 
rials, who has no occafion for more ; thus one, two, or more boats 
may be left at the moft convenient fituation to unload, without de- 
taining the remainder, and the boats fo left may be emptied by the 
purchafer, before the boatman’s return : but, in the cafe of a 
twenty-five ton boat, the whole muft be detained till the quantity 
purchafed is difcharged. 

This mode of a man always working on the fame pond, and in 
the neighbourhood of his own houfe, will be productive of boat- 
men, as any kind of horfe will fet a poor man up in bufinefs ; the 
fize of the boats enabling him to take a weight proportioned to the 
ftrength of his horfe, mule, or even afs. Befides, as the whole objeft 
is merely to get them conveyed from one machine to another,, he 
needs but little capacity, as he has nothing to> do with machinery. 
Thus almoft any kind of man will do for a boatman, and hence 
a competition will arife on the different ponds, and competition 
will not only produce attention, and civility, but alfo moderate 
charges. 

It now remains to confider, how this lyftem will operate on a 

home, or extended, trade. As the property will pafs through various 

hands. 
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hands, or rather come under the care of many, during its paf- 
fage to any great diftance. 

To take a general view of this, the praftice which moft refembles 
it, is the mode of fending valuable merchandize by the mail or other 
coaches, for inftance, from Scotland to London ; which property 
pailes through the hands of various coach proprietors and changes 
of coaches, yet arrives at the deftined fpot with certainty : or it re- 
fembles the praftice of a merchant, who fhips goods for the conti- 
nent j in which cafe they have firft water, and then land carnage, 
fometimes for many hundred miles : he and his correfpondent have 
their agents eftablifhed in various parts to facilitate the tranfrt ; 
who being alfo agents for many others, find it worth their while to 
pay a proper attention to the goods, and thus the articles fafely 
reach the foreign market to which they are configned ; cuftom and 
regularity having rendered the mode familiar and eafy. 

' f 

Intereft will alfo bend men to the various circumftances, if one 
mode can be proved cheaper than another ; it is therefore almoft 
impoffible for a mode to be pointed out, which may be precifely 
followed on thefe navigations. But I will mention fuch as I con- 
ceive will anfwer ; and this by eftablifhed agents. 

Suppofe, for inftance, a man of good capacity refides near or in 
the building over the machinery, where at leaft he might have a 
counting-houfe ; this man might be toll-collector to the company, and 
at the fame time agent to the various traders who ufed the canal ; 
which employment probably would produce a handfome annual 
profit, and his agency might be performed at fo much per ton : on 
a canal, for inftance, with a trade of three hundred tons per day, 
allowing two hundred and eighty working days in the year, one 
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